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When Omaba boasts an automoblle
club It will givé its rivals the horse
laugh.

According to most reliable cable ad-
vices, Dewey day was not celebrated
at all In Spain.

Chleago feels better now that 8t Louls
has been compelled to follow the Chl-
cago example and postpone its world's
falr for & year.

“Nothing is settled until it Is settled |
right.” This adage applies as much to
the battle for equitable taxation as It
does tp any other confllct.

|

With a laundry comblue to sctew up
prices tbmgte_nin;_'_them. the only thing
for Chleago people to do s to retalinte

by buying washboards and flat irons of
thelr own,

|

Those Chinese rebels who are looting
captured vllinges at every opportunity
must be imbued with an ambition to
maintain their record agninst that of
the European i{nvaders of a year ago.

. A —

Perbaps the trué explanation of the
postponement of the Loulsinna Purchase
exposition Is the desire to give Bt, Louls
& chance to finish up the job of expos-
Ing and unloading all the rest of lis
boodle munlcipal officers,

Becretary Bhaw looks for the treasury
surplus to continue in spite of the re-
peal of the war taxés and the stoppage
of the revenne derived from them. If
he were serving under a demoeratie ad-
ministration he would have to fortify
himself agalpst a dofic't,

S—

If ex-Benator Hill s to have sole com-
mand and supervision over the demo-
criitie eampalgn In New York state this
fall as forecasted, Colonel an may
be depended on to be too busy to make
-any speeches in that part of the ene-
my's country should he be invited there,

e ——

There is a well-defined rumor that
Joseph Bartley has taken a very deep
interest In the reorganization of the
Omaha police force and has served no-
tice to this effect upon Chlef of Police
Donabue. It would seem that Mr, Bart-
ley from bélng a fpancler Is about to
betome a municipal reformer.

ey

The eity councll knows how to ex-
pedite business when It wants to and
how to procrastinate when It wants to.
It can hold a specinl sesslon to pass the
billboard ordingnce o five minutes by
the wateh, but It also manages to find
Insurmonntable obstacles to transacting
business that 1s most pressing,

e

If Omaba people would put a little
lesp money ln wildeat mining ventures
and ale-bubble of} schemes and more In
substantial Omaha enterprises calou-
lated to bulld up the clty and furnish
oy to wageworkers here at
home, they would accomplish more for
themseives a8 well as for the com-
moalty, -

—— .
It 1s Just as lmportant for the tax-
., payers to huve the county assessment
roll made up ou equitable valuations of
taxable property as it is to have the
elty sssessment roll properly con-
_structed.  If the men who have been
making the fight for tax reform are in
ecarnest they will direct themaselves to
ty board in ample time for the

1 ing county assessment

A Manlla takes direct lssue
with: Governor Taft lu his statement
that hope af orderly governwent in

the Philippines lies in the educated
clashes. It declases that the present

educaied classty nre trescherous and
untrustworthy and that our hope wust
redt on edudating phose pot educated
d still unlearned in the arts of de
scheming. This looks like

ii

THE RECIPROCITY TREATIES.
The decislon of the senate commities
on forelgu velations to report favornbly
all the reciprocity treaties before It ex.
cept those with Argentine and with
Grent Britalu pertalning to Jamalea,
wne unexpected and gives promise of
though It does not nssure the ratifics.
tion of those treaties, each of which
will be ntng-mlo-d Bo a8 to provide that
It shall not take effect untll the same
shall have been approved by the con:
gross.. This js & concestlon made by
the senate (o the bouse of representa-
tives, ln view of the ¢lalm of the house
to the right to puss upon treaties which
affect the revenue, Thus If these recl
procity treatlos should be ratified by the
senate they will still have 1o be favor-
ably ncted upon by the house of repre-
sentntives before they can go into effect.
However, the supporters of the recl-
procity polley, so strongly urged by the
Inte President MeKinley and fully ap-
proved by his successor, will be gratified
at the action taken by the senate com-
mittes and will hope that it will result
In putting these treaties Into effect.
Thoxe to be favorably reported are the
treatles with France, Ecundor, Nie
arngun, Santo Domingo and the several
British West India [slands, with the
exception of Jamalea. The treaty with
Argentine was negntived malnly for the
reason that a reduction of 20 per cent
was provided for on hides, sugar and
wool, while that with Jamalea also pro-
vidés for m reduction of 20 per cent on
sugnr and admits free of duty fruits
that come in competition with the fruits
of Florida and Callfornia. The most
Important of these treatles Is that with
Franes and it has consequently enconn-

tersdd the greatest opposition. As a
matter of fact, however, the Unlted
States gets Dbetter concesslons under

this treaty than are accorded to France
and there I8 every reason to belleve that
It would result In very materially bene-
fitlng our trade with France. It & by
no means certaln, however, that it will
be ratified, since It will be as vigorously
opposed now as heretofore by the Inter-
ests which it affects and which are In-
fluential In congress.

L —
THE ANTIINJUNCTION BILL.

The antl-injunction bill which has
passed the house I8 very likely to fall
In the sennte. It I8 sald that Senstor
Hoar, who has charge of the measure
in the senate, has expréssed an inclina-
tion to drop the whole matter, and
should he determine to do this it s
more than probable that no actlon will
be¢ taken on it in that body., There
was some opposition to the proposed
legislation in the house, but it was not
glven an opportunity to manifest Itself,
though had It been It probably would
havé had no effect, as clearly Indicated
by the vote on the measure.

The Influence, however, which was
patent with the house will doubtless
not be &0 strong In the senate and the
nature and possible effect of the pro-
posed legislatlon may be expected to
receive more careful consideration and
thorough dlscussion In the senate than
wak given It In the house, although In
the latter body It recelved a good deal
of attentlon. An elaborate report In
favor of the bill was made by the
chalrman of the judiclary committee,
which If not absolutely conclusive as an
nrgument for the proposed legislation
was certainly very strong. There was
also a minority report polnting out the
objections to the measure. These two
reports showed that the subjeet had
been pretty carefully considered In
committee, but it was not discussed In
the house as it will be in the senate if
brought before that body.

The measure {8 supported and urged by
organized labor, which it Is intended to
protect against injunctions under certaln
clearly defined conditions. The Dbill
prohibits Injunctlons under some clr-
cumstances, as for example in the case
of comblnations of workingmen for a
purpose that would be lawful and
proper on the part of an individual
The passage of the blll by the house
was a victory for labor, but It may pot
be successful with the senate.

IN HUNUR UF RUCHAMBEAD,
There appears to be quite as much
luterest in France as in this country re-
specting the unvelling of the siatue of
Count Rochambesu, which will take
place at Washington City on May 24.
The French government will beé repre-
sented on the oceaslon by a distin-
guished delegation, the members of
which were addressed on Saturday by
President Loubet, who spoke In the
most cordial and friendly termsa of the
United States. The Parls prees un-
doubtedly volces the general sentiment
of the French people in Its references
to the comlng event, which seems to
be regarded as promising to strengthen
the good relations between the two re-
publics.

Lafayette was the Frenchman whose
memory Is most revered by Amerleans,
but Rochambeau did a service In the
revolution that gave him & just clalm
to American gratitude. Ie came here
purely as a wilitary wan, commanding
the forces of French troops which
France sent to our assistance. He ap-
pears 10 bhave been an excellont offi-
cer, who cooperated most heartfly
with General Washington aud who kept
his soldlers In such a Ligh state of dis-
clpline as to win from the Americans
of that day a recantation of thelr be-
lef that French troops were necessarily
disturbing elements in & community
trained up in the Puritan teadition.
Rochambeau's chlef clafin  fo  fame
rests In Yorktown. He lved years
after that, but Lis fortunes were pot
bappy. The French court belittled his
services. He was one of the last of the
marshals of the old reglme, tried to
make bead with raw and disaffected
troops agalnst the enemies of Frapce,
fell under the suspicion of the terror-
late, was put In prison apd narrowly
escaped the guillotine, HRochambeau
lived until 1807 and was halled by Na-
poleon as “the father of the French
{army.” It is therefore as & tribute

aad &
g :
'

Rochambeau should be regarded and
ng &nch it s eminently appropriate.
The delegation that will represent the
French government and people at the
unvelling of the statue, at the head of
witeh &8 the commander-in.chlef of the
nrmy, will recelve the most cordial and
generour hospitality while in the United
Btaten. It will be an opportunity to
show Low gratefully the American peo-
ple gtill feel for the great gervice ren-
dervd by France In the struggle for in-

dependence.
—————es————
THE CAMPAIGN FORTAX REFURM.

The campalgn for tnx reform begun
rome months ago by the Real Estate
exchange had for Its main object the
more eguitable distribntlon of the local
tax burdens that was to terminate in a
material reduction of the tax rate. Such
A result was only possible through a
stibstantinl {ncrease In the nggregate of
the assessment roll, That object should
not be lost sight of In any program that
may be broaght before the exchange
for the tinnl settlement of the |sanes now
before the city counell
In 1808, when the assessment of prop-
erty for city taxation was placed in the
hands of a single tax commissioner and
Tax Commissioner Sackett fixed 83 per
cent as the standard of valuation, the
levy was only 24 mills, In the year 1001
with u 40 per cent ratio the levy was 34
mills, It goes without saying that last
year's levy could easlly have been re-
duced to 30 mills even with the in-
creased school tax had the franchised
corporations been compelled to pay on
the same basis as other property re-
turned for taxation.

It was the good fortune of the fran:
chised corporations that no court had
up to this year pronounced upon the
validity of that part of the revenue law
that allowed the bonded debt to be de-
ducted from thelr total valuatlon for
nesesament, Now that the highest ju-
dicial tribunal has pronounced this pro-
vislon unconsatitutional, the corporations
will have to fare the same as the owners
of mortgaged real estate,

The déclded Increase in thelr assess
ment under the wmwandate of the court
cannot be regarded as an oppressive lm-
position on them, but as a long-delayed
relief of the other taxpayers. While It
is true that several milllons of personal
property has escaped taxation for a
number of years, that fact does not con-
stitute an offset in the assessment of
the corporations. Whatever hardship
has been endured by excessive taxation
has not pinched them, but It has
welghted down real estate to the point
of confilscation and almost destroyed
property values in Omaha,

The supreme court has placed the tax-
payers of Omaha in position to reduce
the weight that now rests upon them,
and we feel sure the rank and fille of
taxpaying citizens will not countenance
any scheme of compromise that does
not assure 4 levy at least as low for this
year as it was in 1808, when the assess-
ment was at the ratio of 88 per cent
The taxpaying citizens of Omaba do uot
expeet the city or the county board to
digeriminate against the franchlsed cor-
porations or to take undue advantage of
them In the execution of the mandate of
the court; on the contrary they desire to
have them treated with the greatest lib-
ernlity compatible with the Instructions
isgned by the court. But any attempt to
temporize and evade the plain letter of
the law as construed by the court will
slnply mean a continuance of the fight
without cessation in season and cut of
SEAS0I.

——

It may be good tacties, politically
speaking, for the popoerats to exert all
of thelr influence to folst upon the re-
publican party candldates whom they
know to be the most unpopulir or vul
perable, For that reason It was good
politics for every democratic and popu-
listlc paper from the World-Herald
down to pray for the nomination of
(Governor Bavage. For the same reason,
doubtless, the World-Herald has pro-
jected James H. Van Dusen as its pre-
ferred republican candidate for gov-
ernor. In Justifcation of its impertinent
intrusion as voluntary counsellor and
monitor to the republicans of Douglas
county the World-Herald declares that
“The Bee's polley 18 to oppose every man
regardless of his clalms who happens to
have Incurred the enmity of The Bee's
editor.”
World-Herald omits to state that the
men who have incurred the enmity of
The Bee have been men who proved
themselves unworthy of a public trust
or men whoee records should bar them
from all positions of honor and trust.
“Hut no rogne ere felt the halter draw
with good opinion of the law,” and In
every instance where The Bee has op-
posed a tattooed candidate elther for
nomination or election Its motive bas
invariably been lmpugned and its op-
position aseribed to personal enmity and

wallce.
- — ]

The impression is sought to be con-
veyed that the billboard ordinance
passed by the councll as an excuse for
repealing the preceding ordipance em-
bodles regulations sufficlent to control
the billboard nulsance. There is noth-
{ng In the new ordinance, however, that
regulates or represses anything, but sln-
ply & provision that new boards shall be
bullt subject to the supervision of the
¢ity bullding Inspector. All the dan-
gerous rattle-trap fences that now fester
our thoroughfares are to be left where
they are and legalized indefinitely. while
the license feature by its terms guar-
antees u practical monopoly to a single
blll-posting concern. The repeal of the
original Lillboard ordinance is & distinet
backward step which Omaha should not

take,
——

Extracts from & létter from General
G. M. Dodge, well known as one of the
plopeers of the Union Pacifie, point out
that the rallroads In Cuba and their
meéthods of lmposing charges and dolng
business obstruct the development of the
jsland In an almost prohiblitive wWay.
General Dodge asserts that it has never
been known for & through ear of freight
to go from Havasa (o any other port

to
the M".ﬂ"‘i e siatee W

without change and that there 1s 0o ¢X-

This is Uterally true, but the |~

change of busineas tﬂtwmn' ports, while
frelght rates are from 12 to 26 cents a
ton per mile and passenger rates about
10 cenuts a mile. Great expectations are
Inid that a new line now bullding from
Havana fto Santlago will break down
these high-bonrd rallway taclffe.  From
this It appears that Cuba is =t in the
stage of rallway development of the
border days of our western states, but
with a falr prospect of soon catching up.
The developmebt of its Internal com-
meree must depend upon transportation
facilities rather than tarlll concessions
with other countries. The eapitalists
who work out a modern rallroad system
for Cuba can evidently do most for It
Just now.

The Interstate Commerce commission
has lssued accident bulletin No. 1, giv-
ing n compllation of the statistics of
rallrond aceldents for July, August and
Beptember of last year, made up from
the monthly reports of the rallroads,
returned under a new law enacted by
congress n year ago. While the totals
exhibit the tremendous life risk on the
rallronds all the time, the most gratify-
ing part of the bulletin is that showing
a notable decrease In the asccldents
arlging from car couplings due as Is
pointed out to the Introduction of auto-
matle couplings and the Improvement
of the coupling devices. The estimate
of the bulletin is that this class of fa-
talitles has been reduced at least ome-
half within the past Lwo years. An-
other feature perbhaps of more interest
to the rallroad mansger than to the
public 1s the money cost of rallroad
accldents which ls computed for the
period consldered to be approximately
$000,000 & wouth in damage to cars,
engines and roadway alone, to say noth-
ing of Indemnity for the injurles of
vietims. The chlef eriticlsm to be
passed on the bulletin s the tardiness
of its appearance since its contents lose
much of thelr value by reason of belug
#0 far behind date,

—

Our diplomatie establishment In Cuba
under the provislons of the bill passed
by the house will consist of a minister
and two legation secretaries at the eapl
tal and & consul general at Havana
and a consul each at Clenfuegos and
Santingo. Cuba will also have to es-
tablish sagencles in the Unilted States
to look after its relations with this
country, Ior Cuba this experience will
be its first introduction ln diplomatic
circles, as heretofore Spain bad always
kindly performed that duty for it

E——
S¢lence and Sentiment.

FPhlladelphia Ledger.

There 18 not much sympathy between
sotence and sentiment. The latter sees at
Nisgara a magnificent waterfall, while the
former soes only s-bmnlnunl. wAler power.

Denials Follow the Squeal,
Baltimore American.

It Is one of the oddest things in life how
reporters g# & ojsss invarlably misunder-
stand and misreport the men who get
fnto trouble whenever they begin to talk.
It s a wonder that any confiding publie
man can be found willing to air hls griev-
ances at all. t

American Capltal Controls,

8t. Louls Globe-Democrat.

Nioety-elght per cent of the 200 sleam-
ships in the new trust ars forelgn bullt and,
it s stated, will remain so in order to re-
iain the forelgn subsidies now paid. It is
& curfous fact that American capital i« pro-
dominant In such & venture and the final
results of the investment cannot even be
guessed,

Capable of Great Deeds.
New York Sun.

The bllllon and hundred milllon of dol-
lara and more which the Boer war has
cost England recalls grimly Kruger's
prophecy that the confiict would “‘stagger
bumanity.” On the olther hand, the hero-
ism with which the Boers have defended
their country is splendid evidence that
human nsature s capable of great deeds.

Wealth In Thoronghbred Stock,
Minneapolls Tribune, :

A berd of Angus-Aberdesn cattle at the
Omaha stock yards this week brought the
highest prices ever pald for thoroughbred
cattls at that point, Stockralsers and farm-
ers all over the country appear (o be
waking up to the good business policy of
breeding the higher grades of stock. A
serub cow in a dalry will “eat her head
off" every year and make her owner no
richer, while a thoroughbred snimal, It
rightly managed, will pay good returns on
ber coat and keep.

Palma's Welcome Home,

Philadelpbia Record.

It is altogether dellghtful to note the
effusive joy with which the Cubans ex-
tend bands of welcome to their slected
president on his tour acrosa the lsland.
We can lake some share in the transport
with which the islanders look forward to
the actua! possession of the freedom for
which they have longed because of our
strong Interposition in thelr bebalf. Had
wo been as free to give them the benefit
of our markets as we were to soatch them
from the grip of Spaln our content would
pow be well-nigh perfect.

Give the Coal Trust a Tors,

Chicago Chronicle.

In such s multitude of arrogant trusts it
is diMcult to say which is the most in-
solent, but just now it looks as though the
hard coal trust was entitled to that dis-
{inction. Te¢ snoounce & mopthly advance
of 10 cents per ton for ne other roason
than “wo need the money'" |8 perhaps the
most cold-blooded procesding yet mecredited
te apy of monopoly's brood. Most of the
trusts have the grace to soften their preda-
tory operations by lying about inoreased
expenses. advanced Wwages or some such
menducity. The coal trust -simply robs
{he consuymer and tells him bhe is lucky
that the robbery lan't twice as extensive.

A Pretty Story Spefled.
Chicago Tribune.

One cannot help suspectiog that a great
many of the witticlems sttributed to dis-
tingulshed men would, If truth bad a hear-
ing, reach tha same foal catastrophe In
which Admiral Dewey has invoived Lhe one
sttributed to him in 1808 “Why did you
buy #o much coal?' cabled Bradford of the
Bureay of Byuipment in Washington, “To
burn,” replled Dewsy from his fAagehip
Olympia st Manils. This was the form the
atory took o ite rounds through the press.
Naturslly, Bradford was soooyed. So, at
last, was Dewey. The story was not oaly
untrue but persistent. Error, croshed Lo
sarth, will rise agaln. Fioally, there has
boen published a revont exchange of letters
botween the two sdmirals which sels the
whole guestion at rest for ever, “There ls
no treth in (he newspaper slory,” says

Dewey. “no such telegram baving passed
Bet Admirel Bradiord and myselt."

FOR THE STATE TICKET,

York Times: There ia no better pandidate
for govermor than John . Mickey, nor will
there be, Everybody can support him and
be proud to do It

Wausa Gazetie: The more we consider
the matter the more satiafied wo aAre that
Judge Roberteon of Nerfolk s the right
man for the republican nomination for gov-
ernor.

Wayne Herald: 1t looks as though Judge
W. M. Robertson of Norfolk wolild Bave a
large per cent of north Nebraska with him
in the race for the republican gubernstorial
nomination

Tekamuh Journal: P. L. Rork atiended
the meeting of the republican congressional
central committee at Norfolk last waek,
He brings home very encouraging reporis
of the candldacy of W. G. Seara for gov-
ernor.

Grand Isiand Independent: The best sug-
gostion the Independent has yat observed In
the matter of selecting a stats treasufrer to
gucceed Stuefer comes from the Burwell
Tribune and 8t Paul Republican—thut
Peler Mortensen of Ord would make An ex-
cellent treasurer,

Kearney Hub: There nre a great many
republicans who prefer that Hon, A, E.
Cady should be the republican nominee for
governor than a candidate for congress.
The purty needs one of (ta strongest and
hest known men as Ita eandldate for gov-
ernor and Mr. Cady would 8l the bill com-
pletely.

Chadron Journal: One of the most favor-
ably spoken of candidates for governor thia
fall on the republican Ucket Is Hon. W. M.
Robertson of Norfolk. Mr. Roberison catie
to northern Nebraska in the early days and
since that time han been closely identified
with the things that tended to make the
state what It I8 today, always lending his
support where It wis neéeded,

Tekamah Journal: Hon. W. D. Haller of
Blair ia mentioned by the Washington
county papers as a candldate for the re-
publican nomination for leulenant gov-
ernor. The republlean party could hunt a
long time and pot find as good a man na
YBILTY Haller, Mr, Haller's candldacy, the
Journal is confident, will not be umed by

him to In any way prejudice the candidaey

of Burt's candidate, W. G. Sears, for gov-
ernor.

Norfolk News: Tha supporters of W, M.
Robertson for governor are growlng In
number and the enthusiasm inspired by hils
name is increasing in intensity and fervor.
Commendatory words come from sill parta
of the state and the Indigations are that by
the tlme the conventlon meets in Juge he
will have a walkaway for the position.
Buch an outcome would plesas bis friends
immensely and they would take off their
coats and work with a will for his election,
knowine that their efforts would result in
making a governor who would be a credit te
the state,

York Times: Hon. J. H. Mickey, being
the only candidate for governor in thia
congressional district, la entitled to the
support of the entire district, and probably
will get the most of 1t. He is about ths
kind of stuff good runpers and good gov-
ernors are made of. He served bravely in
the army, and afterward settled on s farm
near Osceols, where he has lived nearly
thirty-five years. He has been lberal with
his money, but has made a good deal, and
o has plenty left. He Is an upright, suo-
cessful man and has had some leglalative
experience, though he has beem very littie
in politics, He was in the legislature when
the Slocum liquor law was enacted and was
a leading supporter of the measure.

Atklnson Graphle: Several republican
papers throughout the state have given the
Graphle credit for launching a governorship

for Hon. M, P. Kinkald. While the
Grapbic has done nothing of the kind it has
beén a pleasure to note the response from
other papers, several of which are now
booming Kinkald for govermor under the
impression that he ig & camndidate. This Is
an error which we haven't time to trace to
its source, but we have a lurking suspleion
that some of the Platte country congres-
slonal aspirants could tell all about It
There is no state office too good for Mr.
Kinkaid, but we may as well state right
row that he is not a candidate for any of
them, but Is in the race congress for
keeps. The people of the Sixth district
need him to represent them In Washibgton
and that {8 where they are going to send
him. Bo call off your lttls ruse, gentle-
men, and look elsewhere for gubernatorial
timber,

PERSONAL NOTES,

M. Gerome’s gigantio eagle for the bat-
tlefleld of Waterloo Is to occupy the place
of hopor at the Champs Elysees salon,
Paris, which will open on May 1.

Casimir M. Chodzinski of Warsew, Poland,
will arrive in Chigago next mcath with =
plaster of paris %tast of his desigp for a
statue of Thaddeus Kosclusko, which i
to be placed in one of the parks of that
elty.

Dr. Edward Everett Hile has the dis-
tinction of belng the oldest prominent
Amerlean nuthor since the death of Thomas
Dunn English. Colonel Thomas Wentworth
Higginson, who comes next, will be 80 In
December.

George P. Sherman, one of the oldeat
eltizens of Milwaukee, was an eye-wilness
of the triumphal pageant ln New York at
the time of Lafayeile's last visit (o this
country. He 1s slso one of the few men
pow living that besrd the famous Webster-
Hayne debate In 1830 at Washington,

A medical journal printed in Philadelphia
ralses the question of Cecll Rhodes’ sanity,
baslog doubt on the South African mil-
llonaire's idea of founding s world unity
by syndicating all nations in & secret so-
clety of millionaires. The paper says that
such & notion “has something of an insane
quality In 10"

Mounted on a “single-footer,” Mr. Shaw,
secretary of the treasury, goos for a ride
pearly every aftermoon. The snimal's galt
is s0 smooth that the rider gets about as
much exercise as though he was swinging
ip & bammock. But then the secrelary on
guch trips looks more like a man dolog
hils duty than out for a pleasure ride.

Colopel “Abe' Qruber, the New York
man-sbout-town, entered & swell Gotham
restaurant with some friends and ordered
luncheon. After walting & long time he
called an attendant and asked him how
long he bad been esmployed there. "“Two
weeks,” was the reply. “Oh, then you are
not our walter.,” sald the hupgry psirom.
“We gave our orders about three weaks

Mr. Rbodes i8 one of the few men whe
bave had statues in thelr lifetime. Maay
will no doubt be erectad to him now that
he Is dead, but meanwhile & colossal figure
tn bronse of the wmaker of Bouth Aftrica
s standing in the studio of John Tweed
of Chelsea, Londop. It was exeouted to
the order of the citizens of Buluwayo, and
{s intended for the markel place of that
town.

It is related of Finley Peter Dunae, the
ereator of the famous “Mr. Dooley” (hat
while visiting at the home of B. C. Bens-
dlet, the New York banker, his attention
was called to the fact that his host's col-
jection of hooks was lacking lu represebia-
tive American humorists. Mr. Dunne vol-
unteered to make Mr. Benedict a gift of
what be lacked. Not long afterward Mr.
Benedict recelved by mall & volume of
“HiNl Nye" and & collection of Willlam J.
Bryah's campsign speeches,

BITS OF WASHINGTON LIFE,

Spot.

Just now wocial Washingion Ia on

tlon
lnke
an flowar girle, cigaretts peddlers, bar-
tenders and venders of hot tamales. Thir-
tean (nches froen
skirte—-which lenids pleturesque excitemeont
to the event,

Among the young women in the Navy de-

duties that of indexing
of the navy.
fonse of humor, which alds her In overs
coming the monotony of her work.
other day aehe was chatiing with some
female acquaintances and one of them asked
what her dutles were. “Ob, 1 don't do
much, but read a lot of letters signed ‘Darl-
Ing." " Her friends made desperate efforts
to find out who the enamored swaln was,
but the young clerk with admirable sim-
ulntion of corness refused to glive detailn

Senator Stewart, who has been In Wash-
lugton for many years, has an old negro
relalner who comes around twice a week
for some money. He made nls regular
bl-woekly call the other day. The senator
Eave him a dollar and sald:

“Jim, I'm getting tired of this sort of
business. You are an able-bodied man,
Why don't you go to work instead of live
ing on my charity?"*

“'Deed, bows,” mald JYim, repronchfully,
"you ain't the kind o' man to be askin'
Ma to x0 to wuk pow. Ia you? Why, boss,
it's too hot to wuk.'

“"Well," snorted Henator Btewart, 1
haven't seen you work in the winter any,
either."

“In de wintah, boss?" In great astonish-
ment. "Why, boss, you mus' be crasy!
It's fah too col’ to wuk In de wintah."

—_—

moment of rellef from the strenuous life.
One Bunday moroing on emergiog from
church he found outside the door a boy
wéaring the uniform of s High school cadet.
The lad’'s blouse was unbuttoned and he
stood in rather a slouchy attitude. “In
that the way to wear your blouse?' |n-
quired the ohiaf muglstrate sharply, “Why
don't you look neat and smart?' The hoy
blushed, buttoned up his blouse and stood
up straight, whereupon Roosevelt nodded
his approval and strode away,

Benator Teller wan called from his aeat
In congress a few days ago to meet (wo
political friends from his home stats, re-
ports the Washington Post. The visitors
were very tall men and they had to stoop
in order to converse with the senator, who
is & man not above medium height. While
the three were engaged In conversation
Benator Spooner, who, with the exception
of Bimon of Oregon, 1s the shortest member
of the senate, passed through the marble
room. He took In the group with an ex-
presslon of greal Interest upon his face, and
when his collengue had returned to his
place, he turned to bim and sald:

“Do all the men from your state grow
an tall a8 that?”

“Oh, no,” responded Teller, ‘‘those two
were exceptions. They belong to (he Lill-
putinns.”

The queerest lobby that has beem seen
about the capitol In years ls trylng to se-
cure the passage of the Gallloger bill. It
Is composed of voterans of the clvil war
and every one of the members s minus
either an arm or a leg. Every mesting day
of the pension committeea the "limping
lobby," as It Is called by the Irreverent
capitol employes, makes Its sappearance.
There ate fully fifty veterans engaged In
the work of securing additional pensions
to thoss permanently crippled in the war.
The Gallinger blll, as reported in the sen-
ate, provides a penslon of $45 A& month for
thosa veterans who have lost either a hand
or a foot and $60 a month for those who
have lost both a foot and a hand.

There are now 158 veterans living who
lost both hands or arms durlng the war,
They receive a pepsion of $100 a month,
while the seventeen veterans who lost both
feet recelve but §72 & moath,

Representative Burketlt of Nebraska was
formerly an Iowan, and he well remembers
his first vieit to the state of which he I8
now & citizen,

“When I was a boy."” sald Mr. Burkett
to & Washingtor Post man, "I was o great
base ball crank. I was the catcher on the
nine of the Missourl Valley college, and
we went over to Nebraska to play against
& nine In the Tri-State league. Jlowa was
L) prohu'luon state, whereas In the town
of Blalr, where we made our first appear-
ance, llquor was plentiful. Our nloe, 1 am
sorry to say, yielded to temptation. When
the game was called I was the only mober
man o the party. [ remember that the
shortatop, In trying lo stop & grounder, fell
down and did not get up for tweniy min-
utes. When the score stood 76 to 0 agalust
us, we gave up.” .

Mr. Burkett has never lost his love for
the game, and may be relied upon to con-
stantly grace the grandstand with his dis-
tingulshed presence.

Senator Platt of Connectiout was bulld-
ing & house, He had occasion to hire a
carpenter, who was a plaln, unvarnished
son of New England.

“You kmow all about ocarpenter work?"
asked Bepator Platt.

“Yes, slr,” was the reply.

“You can make windows, doors and
blinds "

“Ob, yes, sir.”

“How would you make & Vepetian
blind **

The man thought steadlly for several
minutes. *'I think.” NWe remarked finally,

“that I would puoch him in the eye."
SCATTERING A WHISKY FLEET,

Fate of Philanthropistsa Who Sought
to Quench a Thirst,
Chloago Inter-Ocean.

Boveral prohibition countles In Missis-
sipp! border the Misalesippl river, Beveral
othar counties that have no prohibition laws
also border It. There mre no severe re-
strictions upon the liguor trafMc In Arkan-
san and Tenneasee, Of Iate It has been no-
ticed that there was more drunkennesa in
the "dry" river countiss of Mississippl than
in the “wel.” This was dus to the entss-
prise and energy of the Arkapass and Ten-
nesare bumboat men.

But omly in part. Another reason why
there has besn more Arunkenoess In the
“dry" river countles than in the “wet"” is
that the thirst has been greater in the for-
mer than In the Iatter. Whisky bhelpg on
fap in the ''wet” countles, the people of
drinking habits have beéen moderate in the
use of {t. Whisky being under ithe ban in
the “dry’’ counties, there bas been an im-
moderate demand for It whenever a barrel
::l been opened within or along their bor-
ra.

This will not appear elther new or
strange to the people of fowa or Kansas,
who have bad an opportunity lo obeerve
Ihe workings of what seems to be & unl-
versa! law—that the appetits for liguor
grows with the difculty experlenced lo
satistying it

AL all evenis the bumboatls of the lower
Misslasippt have pald particular attentien
to the "dry” counties' and the business
of quenching thelr *hirst bas expanded

| wntil Js demands require ibe service of

Scenes and Incldents Obaerved on the

thp
toe over m charity garden party and bAsar
| eehaduled to eome off At the Spaniah Jegn-
Ladies high n ofMcial eircles are to
loading parts in the affalr, costumed

the turf & the mMle for

pEriment s one who Includes among her
the official mail
signed by Mr. Darling, assintant secretary
She Is gifted with A real

The

President Roosevelt apparently knows no

An organired fOest, consisting of eraft pe.
culinr to the lower stretehion of the Father
of Waters, One of these fleeis, under the

command of “Admiral” R. B, Cook, has
Just been atincked and scattored by the
sherlf of Conbomo county, Miasissippl

The fagship, Shgmrock 111, Jersey Woods
commander, has been selzed. The fagship
wiil probably be sold to satiafy & tax of
$1.600, the fines and miscellancous costa of
court

“Admiral’” Cook and “Commander’’ Jerssy
Woods will probably be compelied to work
out their fAnes on the leveen. 'The conmorta
of the flagship that succsoded in getting
over the state line are, of course, exempt
from the Jurisdictlon of the sheriff of
Conhomo,

It is pleasiog to learn that In this naval
engagement no blood was apilled. It does
not appear elther from the dlspatehes that
any whisky waa apilied. The sheriff ot
Coahomo has vindicated the majesty of the
Inw In this ipstance, but he will not pre-
veat other whisky feets [rom returning,
The risk may be great, but the profits are
tempting. 3

Thé people of the river countles of
Mississippl are not very different from the
people of New York City when there s a
drouth, [If they are denled the privilege
of slaking thelr thirst o one way, they
slake It 1o another.

FRANCHISE TAXATION.

Importance of the Deciation Rendered
by the Nebraska Supreme Conrt.
) Chioagn Post

There {8 reason for belleving that the
great decislon of the Illinols supreme court
in the famous sult againet the State Board
of Equalisation contributed not & little to-
ward the victory of the people of Omahn
over the logal publio service corporations.
The Nebraska case, fromn one poiot of view,
ls more ptriking than our own, for in Ilt-
nols the constitution and the revenue law
are in perfect harmony. All that our
courts had to declde wan whether the stato
board had performed [ta duty under the law
and the constitution. They held that the
agsesaments of franchises and capital stock
had been so unreasonably low ae to justity
the Imputation of fraud, and directed new
nEspaements,

In Nebraska, It seems, the revenue law
permita capltal stock corporations to de-
duct the amount of their bonded Indebt-
edness from the fair or full markel value
of their property, ineluding franchises, for
taxatlon purpoees. Thia rule prevalls In
certaln eastern states, where corporations
obtuin their capital by isauing stock rathar
than by borrowing. Enlightened students
of corporate finance have regarded this rule
ns Inequitable and unrersonable, and recent
developments have demonstrated the cors
rectnesa of their view., The tendency has
been toward the converalon of stocks into
bonds, and to hold that property taxablq In
the form of a share of stock ceases to be
taxable when converted into a bond |
mAnifeatly absurd.

Al any rate the Nebraska supreme court
has declared the provision In question null
and vold, and held that corporations must
pay taxes in proportion to the value of
their entlre property, the same an other
owners of property. The value of Intangl-
ble property ia to be determined by (aking
for & basis or index the market value of the
capltal stock. No other indicia of value are
nampd.

The court has granted a writ of manda-
mus requiring the city council pf Omaha to
recon¥ene as n board of equalization and
reastems the street rallway, gas, water,
electrle light and telephone companies,
There must be wo diserimination; the prop-
erly of the corporations is not to ba taxed
at a higher rate than property generally.
If actual cash value was not used by Lthe
asfeasors a2 a basls for aspessment, tha
Board of Equalization must take the pro-
portion or percentage that was used and
bring up to the same leyel all property fall-
ing below it. This directlon accords with
the doctrines of the elreylt court opintan
{o the Chicago tax case,

LIGHT AND AIRY THOUGIITS,

Philadelphla Pross;
enta?’

“1 wasn't at the wedding, but I'm sure
she didn't get many,’’

“How do you kpnow?'

“She practically admitted . Bhe told
me she didn’t get any duplicates at all”

Washington Post:

“How were the pres-

“Do you remember,'”
sald Mre. Grumps, "when you asked mé to
MAarry you'

“Yeu," said Mr, Grumps.

“And I sald ‘Yea? '

“1 remember &, We both always did

talk too much.” \

Mrs, Wider Weeads—

My first husband had his faults, but his

heart was on the right slde.

d’}iduhhy No. 2—1a that s0o? No wonder he
Q.

Detroit Free Press:

Chlcago Tribune: Telephone Girl—I didn‘t
understand you. Bn{ll gnin.

Irate Citizen (who has been trying for five
minutes to secure bher attéention)—I1 wasn't
gaying anything., | was grinding my teeth,

Philadelphia Bulletin: “Don’t you think
my da,i.:.;hurn volce has money In It, pro-

fenBor
“Money, madame? Yes, yes. Oh, much
money—much. Only leave heér to me,
madame, and I'll prove 10"
And he did prove it, to his own satisfac-
tion, at the rate of §2 & leason.

Chicago Post: “Bhe says she'll have to
have a new bhonnel before ghe can sing In
th_f cnolis',_"

“We I.' he says that she'll have to sing In
lh: .u_:holr to get the money for a new bof-
net.

Puck: Bhe—Tell your mather I'm so sorry
I haven't been (o see her lately; but the
distance Is 80 great and the weather has
been no bad, 1 haven't dared venture
He—That's all right. Don't mentlon It
Bha'd be very sorry if you had.

Chicago Post: 'i';rl_- he sald, 1 am &
self-made man.'”

“Hut, my dear sir," returned the other,
“why are you so anxious to reflect on your
mnn—mnhlnp ability ¥

JOHNNY'S HISTORY LESSON.

Nixon Waterman In Baturday Evening Post.
I think, of all the things at school

A boy has got to do,
That studyin’ hist'ry. as a rule,

Is worst of all, don't you?

Of dates there are an awful sight,
An' though I study day an’' nlght
There's only one "ve got just right—
That's fourteen npinety-two,

Columbus crossed the Delaware

In fourteeén nlnelfw-in.-;

Wea whipped the Britsh, falr an® square,

In fourteen ninety-twn

At Concord an' st Lexington

Weo kept the red-coats on the run

While the band playad “Johnny Get Your
Gun,"

In fourteen ninety-two,

Pat Henry, with his dyin' breath—
In fourtsen ninety-two—

Bald, “('mme lberty or death!"
In fourteen ninety-two,

An’ Harbara Fritchle, so ‘tin sakd,
Cried, "ailhmu if you must this aold, gray
hend

But 1'd rather “twould be your own Ine
stead!’’
In fourteen ninéty-two

The Pllgrims came 1o Plymouth Reock

In fourteen ninety-two,

An' the Indlans standin’® on the dock
Asked, "What are you goin' to 46"

An' they sald, "We seek your harbor Arear
That our children's cnlidren’s ohildren Aear
May boast that thelr forefathers landed here
In fourteen ninety-two.'

Mins Pocahontas saved Lhe life,

In fourieen ninety-two,

of John Bmith, an’ became his wife

In fourteen ninety-two

An’ the @mith tribe started then an’ there,
An' now there ara John |tha everywhere,
Hut they didn't have any Bmiths 1o spare
In fourteen ninely-two.

Kentucky was settled by Danplel Hoone

in fourteen ninsty-two,

An' T think the cow jumped over the moos

In fourteen ninefy-two,

ﬁfﬂ Franklin flow his kite so high
e drew the lightnin'

from the sky,
An' Washington ceeldn’t tell o Mo
g fourteed ninety-Lwo.



